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As soon as there is the One, there is murder, wounding, traumatism. (. . .) Self-deter-
mination as violence. — Derrida’

In fact, it might be that what is happening to us is just another sort of “Copernican
revolution” (. . .) of “social Being” (.. .). — Jean-Luc Nancy?

Abstract

Granted that one of the key features of our times is global migratory movement, this paper
examines how these contemporary trends and developments affect, inform, and reconfigure
modern subjectivity, which, in turn, constitutes one s individuality and identity as socio-cul-
turally and econo-politically recognizable. More specifically, I trace and articulate the shift
in and evolution of modern subjectivity through the emergence of migrant women on the
global scene, whose existence among different geo-social locales and value systems I name
here as being in superposition — synchronously multiple placedness in the world. Subjectivity
here refers to subjective experiences and subjective consciousness as resources for individu-
ality formation and formulation — the conception of an individual as she (re)presents herself
and appears in the world. Furthermore, subjectivity refers to a subject as a being called to
act(ion) as well as to a way of relating to others. Through its emphasis on migrant women's
manifold realities, superposition also becomes a different way of both historicizing and en-
visioning the self and community. Searching not only for an alternative figuration but also
for a new (con)figuration of such envisioning, superposition as a more comprehensive model
is recognized, first, as the emerging property of individuality grounded in the felt history
of women migrants, second, as a more comprehensive conceptual plane for understanding
poetico-politics of modern subjectivity, and, third, as a set of strategies for and means of
engaging being in superposition for more inclusive aesthetico-political representation and
wider social equity in an empathic community.

1. Mythical Foreigners: Female Exile and the Foundational Disobedience

In her book Strangers to Ourselves, a poignant study of foreignness, Julia Kristeva traces
the literary history of migrants and points out incisively: “It is noteworthy that the first
foreigners to emerge at the dawn of our civilization are foreign women — the Danaides.” In
this foundational myth of Argos, the fifty daughters of Danaus were ordered to marry the fifty
sons of his brother Aegyptus. In the exilic story of these itinerant women, it is crucial to point
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out that not only were the Danaides fleeing their native land but, particularly, the laws of that
land and the enforced marriages. Their defiance of such a violent enforcement prompts their
flight. Beyond Greek antiquity, we can further trace our civilization in the originary expul-
sion and lapse of the Judeo-Christian tradition, within which too the mythical exile as well
as the notion of otherness are found in and founded on the female disobedience. The notion
of disobedience is invoked here resonantly with Henry David Thoreau’s understanding that
it is, in fact, one’s higher duty to be disobedient to an unjust cause and unjust government.*
Human condition and human history, as we know them, begin with the expulsion from Eden,
for which Lilith and Eve were not given the credit as foundational mothers but were expelled
as monstrous begetters of human suffering. Manifold women’s exile starts from their initial,
fundamental position which puts them outside the border of symbolic language which orga-
nizes social institutions and laws, governs the production of socio-cultural meaning, and
renders women muted historical subjects.

While neglected and under-represented both as a mythical and a historical subject,
migrant women have become the decisive markers of our contemporary times. In these
times of dramatically increased international mobility and migrations, we are witnessing an
unprecedented number of women on the move. The mythical reference to women as figures
of socio-cultural otherness and to migrant women as unruly foreigners who unsettle multiple
socio-cultural borders thus sets the historical stage for the discussion of women’s migrations
which tend to be enforced, violent, and driven by socio-economic necessities even today.

2. Women in Modern Migrations

Women are experiencing drastically greater possibilities for voluntary movement as well
as a dire likelihood of enforced displacements. Their migrations are happening within the
context of global market economy whose means for the movement of the people and capital
may be highly advanced but its labor division and profit sharing run along well-entrenched
lines of racial/ethnic/class/gender hierarchies. In their introduction to the collection The
Gender of Globalization, Nandini Gunewardena and Ann Kingsolver expound on the ineq-
uities generated by neoliberal globalization and “feminization of poverty.” Highlighting the
observation that “current globalization builds on patterns created by centuries of colonialism
and imperialism interacting with local systems of domination,” they examine “how local
and global constructions of gender are employed in the operations of transnational capital
to exacerbate women’s economic and social vulnerabilities.”” Furthermore, the multi-me-
dia digital technologies are bringing greater number of people together while increasingly
keeping people confined to virtuality. Many of these technological means, however, are
enabling migrants to keep closer ties to their originary geo-cultural locales than ever before.

* Gunewardena, Nadine and Ann Kingsolver. Eds. The Gender of Globalization: Women Navigating Cultural and Economic Marginalities (Santa Fe:
School for Advanced Research Press, 2007), 19, Foreword xi, 3 respectively. In light of what Gunewardena and Kingsolver recognize as “the multiple
and overlapping systems of subordination and exploitation that have emerged or been reified in globalized contexts, especially in the global South” (8-9),
see United Nations’ 2006 publication World Survey on the Role of Women in Development 2004: Women and International Migration. Increased women’s
vulnerabilities on the global scale are also discussed most recently at the 2013 United Nations Women 68th General Assembly and its General Debate on
the state of women globally and in particular in relation to the UN Millennium Development Goals. See “High-Level Dialogue on International Migration
and Development: ‘“Making Migration Work’” of the United Nations General Assembly at http://www.un.org/esa/population/meetings/HLD2013/main-
h1d2013.html?main and “Toward Safer Work and Migration for Women” of UN Women — United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empow-
erment of Women at http://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2013/10/report-on-women-migrants. For an analytical study of the intersecting issues of
gender, international migration and economic development in the contemporary world, see also the 2007 World Bank Research Program on International
Migration and Development and its publication The International Migration of Women edited by Maurice Schiff and others.
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I use the term “migrant” not only to cover a broader spectrum of migrant conditions
such as exile, dislocation, and immigration, but also to indicate a change in the contempo-
rary demographic movements which is marked by an overall greater mobility and greater
socio-cultural and economic capacity of people to move repeatedly; to be more mobile
and less settled. The term “immigrant” seems to connote a singular act of moving to a new
settlement and, consequently, focusing on the processes and problematics of adjustment and
assimilation; while “migrant” carries with it a sense of restlessness. Additionally, I want to
distinguish a migrant’s conditions as those of somebody who experiences more dramatic
socio-cultural changes such as new locations and new languages, and in that sense I want to
mark a greater difference between migrants and established diasporas.

3. Being in Superposition: Multiple Placedness in the World

Granted that one of the key features of our times is global migratory movement, this paper
examines how these contemporary trends and developments affect, inform, and reconfigure
modern subjectivity, which, in turn, constitutes one’s individuality and identity as socio-cul-
turally and econo-politically recognizable. More specifically, I trace and articulate the shift in
and evolution of modern subjectivity through the emergence of migrant women on the global
scene, whose existence among different geo-social locales and value systems I name here as
being in superposition — synchronously multiple placedness in the world. Subjectivity here
refers to subjective experiences and subjective consciousness as resources for individuality
formation and formulation — the conception of an individual as she (re)presents herself and
appears in the world. Furthermore, subjectivity refers to a subject as a being called to act(ion)
as well as to a way of relating to others.

As I explore the properties of the smallest scale social entity and a mobile physical system
of a migrant, I turn to the language of quantum mechanics and theoretical physics for the
term superposition for its greater conceptual capacity to elucidate the possibilities of multiple
positionality.” What I find conceptually productive in the term superposition is the notion that
a physical system such as an electron exists partly in all its particular, theoretically possible
states or configuration of its properties simultaneously; but, when measured, it gives a result
corresponding to only one of the possible configurations, thus the notion of the observer not
only as participant but also as a reductive force. Similarly, a migrant’s simultaneous exis-
tence among multiple social systems and multiple loci of her consciousness is reduced by
traditional categories of national, political, and other forms of assumed identifications and

* For a detailed record of the influence of physics concepts on literature, see H. T. Hamann et al. Eds., Categories — On the Beauty of Physics: Essential
Physics Concepts and Their Companions in Art and Literature (New York: Vernacular Press, 2005). Connections between our historical and imaginative
representations of the self and the world and our scientific discoveries are evoked from the premise that the study of physics, whose range of inquiry spans
from the invisible quantum domain to the questions of multiple universes, has to be intrinsically connected, relatable, and relevant to the study of human
imaginative ranges, fictional worlds and intellectual realms. Rutherford’s splitting of the atom correlated with the splitting of the notion of the unified self,
which found, in turn, its representation in the fragmented narrative forms and Virginia Woolf’s preoccupation with the atom. No realization about our place
in the world and universe, both in terms of being subjects of observations as well as observers, can exist in isolation without affecting and interfering with
other inquiries. Furthermore, that which is known cannot be unknown; that which is discovered, reached, and proposed as information and knowledge
cannot be taken back — it enters the collective circulation of ideas and beliefs and can only be incorporated further, modified, debunked, expanded but
not erased. Interdisciplinary influences are also not unidirectional — fiction and science have been mutually informative and complementary. When Brian
Greene discusses theories of multiverses, he reaches out to the language of the arts and humanities for explanations of the realms which can only be
relegated to the imaginative conceptions — physics as a discipline itself experienced the displacement in terms of those conceptions into the language of
mathematics. John Archibald Wheeler’s lectures are known for his extensive quoting of poets and writers. In his The Quark and the Jaguar (New York: St.
Martin’s Griffin, 1995), Murray Gell-Mann, Nobel laureate for physics and an avid linguist and connoisseur of literature who proposed the quark model and
coined the term, discusses the connections he made across physics and literature and the etymology of “quark,” the elemental particle, derived from James
Joyce’s novel Finnegan’s Wake. Moreover, two of the several types or “flavors” of quarks now known as “bottom and top” were originally called “beauty
and truth” of the sub-nuclear world, which is characterized by graceful symmetries that would be to John Keats’s delight.
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allegiances. This discussion situates the modern subject along the intersecting lines of race/
ethnicity/class/gender and in relationship to, rather away from, the universalized, disembod-
ied, rationalized, and lionized individuality of traditional conceptions.

Working and developing away from such traditional conceptions, sciences and arts of
our times and the burgeoning of interdisciplinary studies have been informing and register-
ing a dramatic shift in our general worldview. I align here my understanding of the migrant
subject and the migrant modes of existence with Alfred North Whitehead’s conceptions of
process philosophy, embodied mind, and occasions of experience. Process philosophy identi-
fies metaphysical reality with change and dynamism. It has its counterpart envisioning in the
sphere of physics through Ilya Prigogine’s distinction between physics of being and physics
of becoming and the understanding of reality as experiential, as a process of continual (re)
invention, rather than given material.” Taking off from such philosophico-scientific perspec-
tives, the emerging modern worldview is characterized by the notions of interconnectedness,
participatory universe, transformational processes and being as becoming.

4. Individualism and the Diversified Self

Expansion of our consciousness thus changes the conditions for individuation.
Consequently, individualism as the key feature of our times needs to be rethought and recon-
figured. In her meditation on the possibility of modern human bonding entitled Flesh of My
Flesh, Kaja Silverman points out that insistence on uniqueness in narrowly defined indi-
vidualism leads to the point at which we as unique individuals are bound to be rivals if not
enemies.’ I ask then: How can we conceive of individualism within and along the lines of
interconnectedness? How can we protect women’s emerging and precarious autonomy and,
thus, individual autonomy at large as we focus on creating the new global community?

Regarding the figure of a foreigner, Julia Kristevan asserts: “Whether a constraint
or a choice, a psychological evolution or a political fate, this position as different being
might appear to be the goal of human autonomy (. . .) and thus a major illustration of the
most intrinsic, most essential part of civilization.”® In that sense, women migrants are the
socio-cultural figures of utter difference, whose existence can be viewed as being in super-
position. Superposition is applied here for a conceptualization of the self as an evolving
set of positions in relations. Dynamic, relational, multipositional and diversified individ-
uality thusly conceived keeps a sense of unique positional configuration, always escaping
one-dimensional categorizations, while simultaneously allowing for multitude of affinities,
intersecting, and solidarity.

As I explore the properties of an individual as the smallest social system, the microcosm
of an individual migrant, I want to emphasize that superposition accounts not only for the
complexity of the subject matter but also for the precarious roles of the observer. To measure
the given subject’s many discrete aspects requires the subtle skill of discretion. On the one
hand, we need to recognize that we cannot simultaneously measure the subject’s position
(identity) and velocity (transformation) and that any definition we offer would have to have
the capacity to account for the subject’s continuous change and transformation. On the other

* In his seminal Process and Reality (Gifford Lectures Delivered in the University of Edinburgh during the Session 1927-28, 2" Ed. Free Press, 1979),
‘Whitehead counters reductive materialism and Cartesian dualism by showing reality to be a relational process. See Prigogine’s From Being to Becoming:
Time and Complexity in the Physical Sciences (New York: W H Freeman & Co., 1981).
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hand, we need to acknowledge that we can observe the subject only by interacting and inter-
fering with it. As gendered and mobile self-conscious spaces, migrant women's existences,
termed here as metalives, highlight multiple loci of consciousness and modes of identifi-
cations and emphasize the zones of their negotiations as existential, epistemological, and
aesthetic distances of self-reflection.

5. Gendered Psychogeography and the Ethics of Home

Migration alters and reconfigures one’s psycho-geographic orientations. Once the borders
are crossed, the bigger the world gets, the more concentrated the one is on the self, which is
now experienced as an expansion within which we recognize home differently and integrate
aspects of the new space as somehow recognizable. It is erroneous to identify home with
stasis, clear-cut boundaries and identity, and fixity. It is delusive to associate home with
familiarity, safety, and comfort — that which is, in fact, projected as the feeling of “being-at-
home.” I invoke here the life and work of Theodor Adorno, quoting his grave irony: “it is part
of morality not to be at home in one’s home.”” What does this imperative statement mean for
women who have been exiled to private spaces and systematically confined to home, system-
atically contained and trained to contain themselves in the domestic domain that is to stay and
stay put? How can women act upon Adorno’s instructive proclamation with conviction and
effectiveness? If we recall Kristeva’s unruly Danaides, we realize that for a woman to follow
Adorno’s recommendation it would require an act of radical disobedience. As such, their act
would not only be a matter of individual emancipation but a form of civil service that alters
all-encompassing social regulations.

To get to the multiple planes of diversification and dynamization of personal space and
subjectivity, it is necessary to unhinge critically the conventional bind between women and
body (identification with the natural, irrational, and emotional) as well as women and space
(identification with the static and the land — motherland, Mother Nature etc.). Womanhood as
gendered self-space is magnified with hypersensitivity in the migrant situations. By tracing
the meridians of migrant female psychogeographies,” I want to point out that the most imme-
diate impact of migration is, however, examined through the body. Experiences of different
orientations and surroundings, climate, food, spatial/linguistic/legal regulations throw the
body as the moving and transforming habitat into focus. The necessity to situate the subject
makes the subject necessarily spatially constructed through, what Avtar Brah called, the
“lived experience of locality.”® The questions of the history, locale, and national allegiance
come to the forefront at which all the former demarcations and orientations are destabilized,
questioned, and problematized. The gendered position further complicates such orientations,
and to prominence come questions and problems of how/what it means to be out of one’s
proper place in terms of locale, home, tradition, beliefs, and gender proper to name just a
few. The meaning of one’s (im)proper place is negotiated primarily on the bodily site. As an
embodied system, the female self holds multiple systematically delimited spaces which need
to be re-examined for potential nostalgic trappings of fallacious unification, reconstitution,
and homing.

* Psychogeographies is Guy Debord’s term and concept for the influence spaces and spatial organizations have on the psycho-emotional and behavioral
constitution of an individual.
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6. The Ectopic Subject and the Exquisite Individuality

Out of the connection between spatialization of subjectivity and superposition, / examine
women migrants as the ectopic subject — the always already out of place identity pulsing
vitally somewhere not expected, not naturalized, not sought, not allowed, or not recognized.
The ectopic subject is a challenge to the understanding of identity because it is there where
you are looking but it is somewhere else — as being-in-superposition it is always (not) here
and (not) there. That which we look for to identify in the ectopic subject is always in part
going to avail and yield affirmation, but always also leave many other aspects unaccounted
for. As being-in-superposition it is being-in-relations among multiple loci of consciousness
as points among which we intuit and estimate our living, transforming ranges — our micro-
ecologies.” Consciousness itself is a set of relationships between the mind and the world as
the spheres of sensing, sensibility, and sensuality from which we derive and compile a sense
of identity. The subjective ectopy as the complex individual out-of-placedness problema-
tizes, furthermore, what, how, and why it means for one in relation to what, how, and why
it means for another — thus subjective ectopy is an ethical question. The marginalized and
mobile female positions are self-examining perspectives on collective consciousness, which
should understand that the capacity to accommodate the marginal, the different, and the shift-
ing is the measure of the flexibility, thus the survival and success of a society.

It appears that subjectivity here emerges still via a structuring effect by being viewed as
an arrangement of mobile positions. However, it is not by Hegelian structuring — by negation
and splitting as well as overcoming and overpowering; but, rather, by multiplication and
inclusiveness (at the risk of reproducing negation here). It appears as a mobile arrangement
of multiplicity without totality; totalizing via synthesis would, in fact, be reductive — reduc-
ing a person to a story, a role, a character, a case, a profile, a belonging, a political affiliation
and so on. It opens up further politics of multiple positionality and posing as and associating
with others along the lines of multiple appearances in the world. A displaced, disoriented
individual endowed with ingenuity by necessity acknowledges that all positions could be
viable directions; all positions are potential directions to a way, a way out, a way toward,
a way out of no way. This kind of exquisite individuality is a delicate, difficult subject in
continual seeking marked by fine discrimination. This phrase is intended to denote a refined
capacity for critical discernment gained on migrant routes as well as to indicate an array of
continually refined discrimination practices against migrants.

The subjective ectopy as the complex individual out-of-placedness opens up referential
spaces for otherness and opens up socio-political spaces for another. Over-identification
with a position leads to repeated performance of a persona — displacement, conversely, has
the potential of expansion. Migrant subject unsettles such negotiations, and migrant female
subject further complicates and problematizes any simplistic settlement, emplacement, and
any assimilationist and/or repatriationist project.

* The contiguous term here is Umwelt (environment) as introduced by Jakob von Uexkiill. This not popularly known but tremendously influential theo-
retical biologist from Estonia used the term to denote subjective spatio-temporal worlds created by the unique way living beings perceive and experience
their environment. I draw, additionally, on von Uexkiill’s understanding that recognition of an organism and meaning for an organism are generated by
movement (generally it is in its movement rather than in its restive state that an animal is detected, engaged, and also attacked). Studying the way organisms
perceive and react to sensory data as signs, von Uexkiill argued that all the organisms should be considered living subjects. Thus laying the foundations of
biosemiotics, von Uexkiill sensitizes us to all the life forms as readers of signs connected in the greater web of interpreters in which we co-create our worlds
and the world at large. See Jakob von Uexkiill, Theoretical Biology. (Trans. D. L. Mackinnon. New York: Harcourt, Brace & Company, 1926) and 4 Foray
Into the Worlds of Animals and Humans. (Trans. Joseph D. O’Neil. Minneapolis, London: University of Minnesota Press, 2010).
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7. Settling of Subject Positions in a Social Field and the New Collectivity
from Within

Among the multiple loci of consciousness in superposition

arises the question of how they relate to each other and how “Supeiposition s
they are connected into and within a personhood. Beliefs and ot on[y a reali-
Values. organize them and hierarchize them. Bel.lefs and Va.lu(.es zation O_f the mul-
are reinforced and confirmed by a shared social field within . o
which we reside; to which we contribute and with which we tip [lClt_y within
interact; and which recognizes us as and interpellates us as the Se_[f but also a
subjects. By such calling upon us, the social field is reductive gatﬁen’ng Qf one’s
and summons us to a subject position, which is, in turn, recog- y .

. .. . .. R pOSlthﬂS mto a
nized as a calling in terms of legality and legitimacy, private ..
and public, and personal and professional expectation/function. CO[[ethzty f rom
The self, however, is and remains always in excess of its roles, within.”
functions, and classifications.

As a migrant traverses and a migrant woman most often trespasses multiple social fields,
they have the capacity to open up internal multiplicity and expand the spaces among the loci
of consciousness so as to open up a greater inquiry into the values of assumed cultural certain-
ties. That is why migration as an expansion is experienced as deeply unsettling in numerous
ways. Adherence to the over-determined social field results in settling with comforts of and
rationales for narrowly-defined belonging, but it also precludes other modes of connecting to
otherness along plural lines of relating.

That is why even when we may not believe in everything a social field offers and/or
enforces, as certain religions for example, we still want to hold on to the notion of culture
with respect for the tradition, continuity, certainty and repetition of ritual that settle us, so that
we get in return a confirmation of values that help organize us. When in migration we expe-
rience disorientation, the shifting of that which orients us locally and logically in geo-social
locales (regulated by social codes) opens up the self and space activating differences within
ourselves. The experience is unavoidably marked by anxiety even within benevolent circum-
stances. All this, of course, is possible to contemplate if our physical existence is not under
direct threat. The migrant self could be experiencing trauma, suffering, terrifying uncertainty
and anxiety, aimless roaming and loss, but the self thus experienced, seen, and felt is not frac-
tured, fragmented, and evacuated but rather multiplied. It is a plenum capable of replenishing
and ennobling not only the migrant but also all the geo-social locales which she occupies.”

As an opening unto oneself, superposition is not only a realization of the multiplicity
within the self but also a gathering of one s positions into a collectivity from within. However,
opening of those multiplicities leads not only to an opening of the ways in which we expe-
rience the self as it appears in the world but also in the ways it is called to act in the world.
Superposition is thus here developed into the idea of collectivizing from within as a means

* Laden with intentionality, the term “occupy” has multiple referential implications besides residing: to engage the attention or energies of; to take up (a
place or extent in space); to take or fill (an extent in time); to take or hold possession or control of; to fill or perform the functions of (an office or position).
The term is infused with political significance with which I want to evoke and highlight the Occupy Movement as it exemplifies in collective political
practice the distinction between dwelling somewhere and taking a conscious decision to make a claim to a geo-social space under different terms and with
an intention to alter one’s habitus.
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to multiple politico-poetic postures (relating to another’s positions with empathy and in reci-
procity) that lead to opening possibilities of multivalent relating to the self and to others.

8. Female Individualism and the Neoliberal Politics

With particular claims to diversified subjectivity of women migrants, we need to take
into consideration, however, Gayatri Spivak’s astute critique of female individualism and
the dangers of locating and pinning it down. Addressing certain entrapping tendencies of
the feminist criticism, she speaks of the “mesmerizing focus on the subject — constitution
of the female individualist.” This paper aims to decentralize and unpin that subjectivity; it
aims to interrupt such over-determined focus on the condensed subjectivity. In relation to
the contemporary socio-political developments, Rosalind Gill and Christina Scharff inquire:
“Could it be that neoliberalism is always already gendered, and that women are constructed as
its ideal subjects?”!® The female subject is showcased today as the favorite and ideal subject
of neoliberalism and its ideology of empowerment, freedom, autonomy, and choice — of
the particular feminist Bildung (as emancipatory narrative and representation; development
trajectory and image). However, the questions of freedom and choice need to be rethought as
presentment of potentially fallacious alternatives as in, for example, abortion and migration.”

If the female subject is the ideal subject of neoliberalism, then the ethnic female subject
appears to be one of its ideal projects — one that confirms the need for monitoring and civi-
lizing other cultures and countries, where women’s issues are used as a means and measure
of judgment. Such political stance runs tremendous risks of championing women as it uses
women’s issues to evacuate others’ politics while also hijacking and controlling women’s
actual political projects. Recognition of one’s multiplicity, of one’s internal differences
turns superposition into an ethical question and leads to the recognition of the multiplicity
of another allowing no fixity of position or identity. It pitches one into uncertainties and
reconsideration of how we can more inclusively relate to ourselves as well as to each other
from our multiple spaces. While it may be preoccupying, it is also revitalizing. Moreover,
recognition of one’s reductive, interfering, but also participating role as an observer in turn
augments transformative preoccupation with superposition.

9. Multiplicity and the New Community

Superposition as collectivizing from within becomes a necessity for the possibility of
modern community. Recognition of the multiplicity of the self saves us from a reduced, thus
diminished self but also from the reductive self who cannot anymore diminish others to a
calling, an appearance, a position. Activating and engaging internal differences so as to relate
to others along multiple lines of identification, alignment, and association, such subjective
configuration re-creates and co-creates multiple ways of calling upon each other in mutual
recognition.

* Migration is only sometimes a matter of privileged choice; more often and especially for women it is a matter of various forms of enforced displacements.
The choices here need to be reconsidered as potential fallacious options because they are always already posited as predetermined. The question of wom-
en’s choice of abortion has been polarizing the U.S. socio-political life in its very narrow presentment of pro-life or pro-choice inducing subscription one
way or the other. Choices here are, indeed, very constricting especially when one considers that the women are put in a place to “choose” to endure physical,
psychological, emotional, financial, and social pain almost always alone. The whole framing of the question, the supposed choice, and presentment of the
issues at stake need to be re-thought and re-formulated in order for us to reach an understanding of the issues along multiple lines of damage control and
shared responsibility on the individual as well as collective level. This can be a fair choice only in so far as the social organization, institutional system, and
cultural climate provide the proper conditions to support either choice.
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Toward such recognition, a great impetus, energetic charge, and motivation have been
coming from women who are roaming the globe. For the new, coming community, being
in superposition as identification of the collectivity from within is a necessity and a precon-
dition emerging from an intimate and immanent transformation. Registering the already
present social conditions as well as the possibilities for the next stage of our personal and
collective development, this paper conceives of a notion of subjectivity emerging from our
increasingly multiple placedness in the world. As such, it is both a more faithful reflection of
our internal and social realities and a more hopeful projection of the future of those realities
in the making.
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